The pharmacology of cerebral vasospasm.
About 3 days after subarachnoid hemorrhage the cerebral blood vessels often undergo a sustained constriction (cerebral vasospasm) which is associated with increased morbidity and mortality. Examination of the literature suggests that interactions of hemoglobin, various prostaglandins, and perhaps some other agents are responsible for this condition, which is apparently associated with endothelial damage or other structural changes. The most promising therapy involves treatment with calcium antagonists.